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An economic  comparison of 

four tree training systems



Background

Maximising returns under netting

Labour costs increasing

Grower returns are stagnant

What system for new growers



Four common tree training systems

ÁOpen Vase

ÁTall central leader (palmette)

ÁTall central leader with trellis (palmette)

ÁShort central leader (palmette)



Assumptions

ÁAll labour including ownerôs costed @ $21.00/hr

ÁAll other  orchard production costs same

ÁAll have tractor and spray equipment

ÁBest case scenario (all trays no bulks)

ÁAll pack own product

ÁAll have total exclusion netting

Á$5.00 Av. gross returns/kg

ÁCommon variety Tropic Beauty



Open Vase

Á266 trees/ha

Á7m rowĬ5m in row

ÁYield 65kg/tree

ÁAll ground work



Tall central leader

Á1000 trees/ha

Á3.2m tall

Á4m rows*2.5m

ÁPlatform needed


